Lineal systems and volumetric definition

Analysis of perceptual and structural conditions
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PROJECT SUMMARY

This three week analysis project was incorporated in a revised first year
designcurriculumasafirst and fundamental experience with issues of urban
andysis, and large scale systems. Two of the primary characteristics of
urbanity stressed in the project were scale and pattern. Since urban systems
exist and operate at a scale that is beyond immediate perception, cognition
of urban systems is dependent upon the discernment of pattern. While not
explicitly using the conceptual or linguistic conventions of urbanism, the
assigned readings and project references revealed the urban agenda. The
campus of Tulane University was used as an accessible urban district
operatingat avariety of scales. Variousstudent projects from each of thefive
first year studiosare illustrated.

Excerpts from the project statement:

INTRODUCTION

At afundamental leve, architecture involvesthe organization (systematiza-
tion) of things (objects, material, events, perception, experience). That such
systematizationlies at the core is evidenced by the frequency with which
certaintermsareused in discussingarchitecture. Theseinclude: relationship,
structure, composition, pattern, and typology/topology/morphology. That
architectureisgeneraly recognized as being about order/systemy/structure is
further evidenced by the use of the term and metaphor "architecture™ in
describingother things the architectureof a computer system, the architec-
tureof musical composition,thear chitectureof aphil osophical construct, the
architecture of social reform.

METHODSOF ANALYSIS

Conventionally the term 'system' is applied to a collection of elements
organized (structured) that have broad comprehensibility (imageability)
across a large group of people, i.e. a bus system. Systems of order are
occasionally imposed extrinsically to existing conditions, but are more
typically known to emergeintrinsically, and to accrete slowly over time as
use and necessity demand. You are asked to analyze the conditions of the
campusaround us, inan attempt to derivean understanding of itssystemsand
to highlight moments of clarity and obscurity which may form the basis of
your proposal.

The focus of this project is to establish such a cognitive system of high
imageability. The analysis necessary to achieve this is to include (but is not
limited to) objectiveexaminationsof : paths of movement, center s of occupa-
tional density/use, spheresofinfluence, diurnal cycles, environmental compo-
sitional relationships: axis, visual fields, gestalt figures, and grids/grains.
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PROGRAM

Currently a set of emergency telephones is
distributed across campus as a security mea-
sure. They are intended to provide a refuge
and means of soliciting help whileon campus.
They aremost easily identified by asmall blue
light at the top of the pole. While they are
generally accessible they do not appear to be
placed with any coherency that enables oneto
confidently predict their location inamoment
of panic or distress.

The objective of this project isto analyze
the spatial structure of campus and to delin-
eate acognitive systemor structure for place-
ment of the emergency phones which en-
hances their recognition and potential use. Spatial hierarchy and spatial/lineal hybrid



